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fhe Secretary of the Imterior.
Sir:

I hawe your letter of Hovember 17, 1931, requesting decision
whether the sppropriations made for the construstion of works suthe
orized by the eet of Decemder 21, 1928, L5 Stat. 1057, kwown ss the
Beuldsr Canyon Projost set, are aveilabls for the purchase of land
title certificates with the insurance or guarantee feature iz comnec~
tien with the purohase of land required to carry out the provisiens
of said sot,

Sestion U, of the aet of December 21, 1928, LS Stat. 1065, pro-
vides as follows:

"This set shall be deemed & supplement to the reclamation law,
which said/reclametion law skhall govern the econstruetion, eperatiom,
and management of the works kereim amthorized, exeept ss octherwise
herein provided.”

Seetion 7 of the st of Jume 17, 1902, 32 stat. 388, nown es
the reolamatien law, prevides:

"fhat where in carryipg out the provisions of this kot it be-
cones nacesaary to scquire eamy rights or property, the Seeretary of
the Interior is hersby authorized to acguire the same fer the United
States by purchase or by condesmatica wnder judicial process, + + +.°

It was held in decision of ¥ay 19, 1906, 12 Comp. Dec. 691, that
sestion 355, Revised Stetutes, has mo appliestion to- the sequisitionm

of land under the reclamatiom set smd that the Seeretary of tie Ine
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terier may determine the validity of title to land to be aoquired
unler said ast. See, alse, 5 Comp. Gem, 953, 95k,

The rule iz well estsblished thet the cost of an abstraet of
title for use in determining the wvalldity of tho title of leand te
be aoquired by purchase is @ proper sharge ngainst the eppropriation
available for the purchuse price but thati in cuses in whish econdemma~
- tion proosedings heve bm instituted, the eost of the nscesssry ovi
deace of title is properly ehargssble to. the ajprcpriation for ex-
penses of euits., Ses 8 Camp, Gene. 308, and the dooisioms theredn
oited.,

A certifioate of ti;tla; ag _gohmny wndersteod, 1s the senclu-
sion of the certifier upon the title without belng acocmpanied Ly an
abstraot of title or showlng of the various transagtions upen whioch
the sertificate of title “. based. The h'mmuns‘cmuud with
& pareel of land are ususlly shown through the form of an abstrast
of titls setting forth those transastions. The duty upom the Secre-
tary of' the Interier is to determine the walidity .—o:_t‘ the title _e_md.

& certificate of title by e title compeny &s wbove understoed mey be
no more then an afd to the Sesretary of the Interior in the determina-
tien of the validify of the title. The deterninstion of the certifier
nay not be substituted for the detsrmineciion of the walidity of the
title by the Seeretary af the Interfor. If the certifieate of title

$s sufficlemtly informative in this respect, end in that comnesticn
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the title eompany is a respongible ons so thst relianee my be
placed upon is work embodled In the giving of the certificats of
title, the procurement of abetragts of title or of osrtifiocates of
ti’oio with or without the ineurance fecture ss an incident therets,
Us authorised, puyment to be made under the appropriation svailable
for the puroﬁtso price, if in the exerviss of your diserstiom, sush
abstracts or certificates are necessary for you to determdne the
valldity of the title to the land to bs sequired,

Respeetiully,

Comptroller Ganeral
of the United States.



